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Established in 2001, our team of lawyers
provide clients with high levels of personal
service and professional representation in
a range of legal and commercial matters.
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X \ KCT’s experience and expertise has led to them being
a respected voice in Military and Commonwealth
’ \ . Y compensation, advocating for Veterans and families

1 for 27 ;
’ - ’\ or 27 years

g
SERVICES

DVA - Military Compensation

Commonwealth Superannuation (MSBS, DFRDB and Retrospective medical discharge claims)

Asbestos - Dust Disease Tribunal claims.

Industry super claims - income protection - TPD appeals,

Coroner's inquests

claims for Detriment Caused by Defective Administration - CDDA

See our article elsewhere in this issue
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Vet eranso st

We really love your stories
Thanks to all our veteran authors.

Contributors to this edition are:

| an Robertson, Ray (Borli

Wood, Graham Munsell, Barry Hodges, Thomas
Hamilton, Graham Barnett BEM, Terry Harper and
Ross Riddett.

Till this edition, all our authors have had an Army

background so we are delighted to have an Air Forc

contribution this time.

We would be equally delighted to receive stories fro
Navy for our next edit]i
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VI ETNAM VETERANSO FEDERATI ON of AUSTRALI

Incorporating
Vietnam Veterans Peacekeepers and Peacemakers

Association of Australia (NSW Branch) Inc.

Vietnam Veterans Federation Queensland Branch Inc.

Vietnam Veterans & Veterans Federation ACT Inc.

Vietnam Veterans Federation Victorian Branch Inc.

Vietnam Veterans Federation South Australian Branch Inc.
Vietnam Veterans Federation of Australia WA Branch.

Vietnam Peacekeepers Peacemakers Federation of Tasmania Inc.

Vietnam Veterans Federation Committee:

National President William (Bill) Roberts OAM
NSW State President Frank Cole

Qld State President Peter Handy

ACT State President Ward Gainey

Vic State President John Arnold

SA State president Mal Thiele

WA State President Milton Kirk JP

Tas State President TBA

Research Officer Graham Walker AM
Canberra Research Group

Research Officer James Wain OAM
Research Officer John Godwin OAM
Research Officer Jules Wills

COPYRIGHT NOTICE ©

Copyright of all original material in The Cover des/'gn
Vietnam Veterans Newsletter is held by the
author and should not be reproduced for prgfi by
without the permission of the author.

Reproduction for noprofit newsletters, BOb Fr EShﬁE/d

military archives or study purposes in prop
context is allowable but acknowledgement|o
the author and source should be made.
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Corporate Ratl €6 : werepresent veterans of all conflicts
(Monochrome, grayscale, black/white only from World War Il to Afghanistan. As
Full Page $660 well as Peacekeeping services.
Half Page $330 We h ¢ _
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Contact the Editor 1 If your initial claim has been
always open to negotiation unrea;onably rejected we have
editor@vvfag ranville.org experienced Advocates to prepare and
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1 Should an appeal to the Veterans
CLOS-BFE DATE FE O Review Board be unsuccessful we can
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For new material, advertising and compliments,
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€ Itor, VVFA NEWSLETTER Branches from the lists elsewhere in this
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Email: vvfanatsec@vvfa.org.au Office on 02 9682 1788.
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After 20 years of o
the new history I

by Peter Yule
(NewSouth Publishing, 2020)

suggestion on which we have a reservation). nine nights. We 6 v e

signaller, David Morgan experienced it as * There was the trauma of combat.

who the enemy was. The Vietnamese were (Continued 7pn

6 | ssue: December

The Long Shadow, Australiads Vie

We campaigned for 20 years to have the War working in the rice paddies by day and
Memorial commission this book, then waited saying O6Hell o6 and| Uc
another five while it was researched and written. No. 1, Viet Cong No. 10, and then they

And here it is at last. come after you that ni
The Long Shadow kaleidoscopic story of * There was exhaustion.
the health and medical legacies of the Vietnam Peter Winter told a tale of exhaustion, which
War . Dr Peter Yul eds v a wil resorateendhr ncahy rdadess, im aelsLterl t
the gathering of information to make a complete home: 6ltds been fairl
story of our homecoming. lately, especially in the night ambush roles

The story is told with accuracy, compassion which leave us tried and a bit on edge. Some
and eloquence. (Remarkably, there is only one of us have been out every night for the last

bee

N _ and coming in at 0630. Then its straight into
Dr Yul eds story begins Wiyt Hailyardufide N stiéhythdning bdur Wa :

to be on a tour of duty in Vietnam. defensive area and wh
This story is told not so much from archival pr eparing for the |comi
document study; but through the eyes of the over The constant effort that is needed to keep
one hundred veterans Dr Yule and his team qyrselves alert and ready for any kind| of
interviewed. action is really tirin
So what was it like?. * There was the horror of mine warfare.
* There was a wide variety of views. Gary McKaybds platoon a

National Service signaller Colin Lamb  APC had literally had its back taken off and
believed his tour of masttof onensidd/ iTeet mea nsideahgad 0 t
best thing i n t he weout Uér ewlhial esi mhbahefat

6living a horrific ni AshH\WAS]rPerthdppraaanedy shie ccdimet h e
was no escaped. under fire from batteries along the coast.
* There was confusion. Jones recalls that 0d

Garry Graham was st r elsarettksebspunds nliket sorkeonz wiithn g

202
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handful of rocks, big rocks going ...agai o 50 et Gl i i o et
the ships side..The crew felt extrem T b ¥ I S P R

symbinad EnpAhr Inl g B Favmsig teneath ot
afat!

:
L

vul nerable as 0i't
4, 500 t o nPertsefferédraodyrest
hit on top of the
* Graham Chandler recalls: Fifty four of u
infanteers along with some engineers and
some tracking dogs went to a secret locat
called the Hat Dich which was renowned {
be a VC stronghold. It was our mission to
find them, and either destroy them or bring
in the heavy stuff and get rid of them. Yea
we found them all right. Like | said, there
were fifty four of us and in about three or
four minutes wedd |
woundedeéedo

Only a minority were combat troops. T
book also canvasses the experiences of a
variety of those in army, navy and air fo

support roles. “USTRALIA'S VIETNAM
And what of the dangers? _VETERANS SINCE THE WAR

Dr Yule describes in detail the ordeals s gavRTiis
battle deaths and wounds, accidents, disease ili(ﬁlléﬁéﬁkiu_mrn!lusmn
the sef medication of alcohol and tobacco as = WD
as the sleeping monster, the trauma of war.

Here are some snippets.

* On 21 September 1971, five Australians
were killed in the Battle of Nui Le in the
north of Phuoc Tuy, when D Company
4RAR attacked an enemy bunker complex . . .

. local strains of malaria were resistant

wi thout tank support echloro uine and some appeared to
* The high velocity blast of a land mine CII St P

explosion caused trauma?l} ?nt tr(ljepsa'l”Udr
. P . L : m FA medical ofﬂclerfwas sent fo Vietna
Ted Holden...was seriously injured falling . . . .
. in February. 1963 to investigate_the, dise
into a newly dug weapon | a [ ate
. . environment, and he found fthat, ev
* For many Vietnam veterans, particularly . :
. ithout the war, Vietham was one o
without th Viet ft
gunners and infantry, the most common

: ) ) most dangerous places in the world. A |
long term medical legacies are hearing loss .\ pealth facilities especially sewe
and damaged knees and backs. P P y

. and safe water supplies, made hyqié
*  Vietnam was full of natural hazards. pplies, ¥d

: related diseases common, notably wc
Snakes, scorpions, bees and ants were
constant dangers. Kraits were the most
dangerous of the local snakes and they
appeared to be attracted to the dark corners
of tents at Nui Dat . ©

Vg o

by possibly rabid dogs, monkeys a
mongooses.
* Soon after arriving in Vietnam in Ju

infective hepatitis, cholera and ente
fevers. Leprosy, tuberculosis and e

(Continued8pn

infestations, dysentery, gastroenterit

sinlk

* _..dozens of Australian soldiers were bitten

nd

ne

1965, medical officers realised that most

to
be

i ne
m
ase
en
he
ack
age
2ne
Drm
S,
ric
en

page
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bubonic plague were endemic, as wer ‘!' ”
wide range of tropical fevers additional '
malaria, including scrub typhus, Japane
encephalitis and dengue fever. In rural ar

leptospirosis, melioidosis and rabies wer ‘

common. Polio was g
* Combat fatigue p
These experiences and dangers set the

for a troubled homecoming.

With the scene set, Dr Yule delves de
into what happened on our return to Australia.

Hereds a couple of S S i
from the many related in the book. ‘

* On his return to Australia, flying fron| ‘ fv

Sydney to Canberra, Geoff Hazel reports: P ‘* K

61 had this big barp gaF/ o LT One

bl okeds got his ar // s i n

uniform. The other bloke was on crutch{ %/ 7/ 7/ 1 [ LS 20 DL LL UL T

with his lower leg in a cast. We sat down § ) . B

talked to the host i ‘n‘ﬂ' ge

three painkillers R 28

sai d, dWhat f | av o T—rg—————e= =Tt d

6That &8s p @ridsb. Weqjust gdt ly iostorian Dr Peter _Yul wh o
. done spo,much to bringljcl ar

drinks the whole Wayt rho%glleédo%omecomi ng of i etn

* There were, of course, less uplifting

experiences. Kev Tapper recall ed: O0When| we

arrived in Sydney, we were fumigated by SPace for a while h a

these cockroach spray things on the plane. feltlike goingandfeoi ni ng. 6
We got off the plane. There was no one And where was the Department of Veterans
there at all. We were all going to differehffairs in all this?
parts of Australia, shré Wel ¢&as dadewnr i rs etem
passengersd6 terminanucwibt h whatever gear| we
had, and all that night, people just stepped * The official history of repatriation in
over us or around us or whatever. No food:  Australia hardly mentions Vietnam veterans
we had to buy our own food, till the plane  yntil the late 1970s when the rising storm of
picked us up to take anger lbodef kgehto Orkhge foftedO the
* And there was confusion. Vince Restuccia department to recognise their existence.

relates: o0l had got uppd §@oksy ! Offungihelnil A e §

of blokes that by and large I got on With,y \eryone Has Their Way of Gapinigg loud
very well. And we trained together worked,is \with many veterans.

hard together and we Iﬁe?erar@ﬁgoup%m&é)sﬂiﬁbe@.eamé
w a 0 d é

and all of a sudden | me andgel wa s
' i ving back with my Sartﬁ.nettbseLa.n%yéllegholtrteﬁ)cnall
wi t h my fat her oK bSUFYE Y gu%msgsa orgagote---ten
changed a | ot andél di dnodt feel femrtiraed og oe°d

8 | ssue: December 202



OFFI CIl AL JOURMAL VOETNAM VEFTEEIREARNASTI ON OFRALAWSTR

about the age of 55 the flashbacks started
* John Bertini in the midst of a successENge

career, o0hit the w e a
1997, | got up to go to work, showere
dressed and had breakfast, but that was
could do. | could not bring myself to g¢
into the car and drive into the city to
of ficeeéebd
* Tony 06 b-bilebremedberBd
his first psychiatr v a s
extremely agitated state. | was crying. It
a day of mixed emotions, being upset, bg
angry. All that shit. [The psychiatrist] lafy
told me he was sca I
lied to him about how much | drank. | sa
30 or 40 pots a da D t
believe me if | tolf
Then there was the effect on families.
*Dave Morgan recou
lucky veterans to successfully maintai
close relationship with my family [thoug
they] have all suffered because of my PT e e oo
| feel f?rthem_glvenWhattheyha_ve hadfo 5, < < Mangano (an early VAA
endur@ my nightmares, depression, ander co| | eague at the Wel cofhe Ho
outbursts, and mood swings. | am awdre 1987
how overprotective | was while [m (AWM photo repTheucengi@dhadpw
children] were growing up. Because of my
own exposure to dangers in Vietham, | Dr Yul eds <coverage| of
became suspicious and overly consciouexpanding Hhealth of veterans and their families
their safety. A parent out of control with mg engrossing, if disturbing, reading.
own emotions and feelings. | brought theg _
up in a world of military disciplelrill, DrYuIe delves deeply, too, into the Agent
drill, drill and st uQgIeLHNYOVEsSYycati on. &
. . . . Vietnam veterans, led by the Vietnam
The book describes in detail the failure \9f . :
. eterans[ Assqciation. of Austlra ia, (VVAA
DVA to take seriously Ve eranlao head h .Rr bl
: ?I]emanded a Royal Commission to determine what
until the 1990s when, under more pressure, t eg . . . .
. was their exposure to herbicides and insecticides
sent their people to the US to consult experts. . "=
: while in Vietnam and whether that exposure mjght
there. What they found led them to realise th% : .
. have harmed them or their subsequent offspring.
were guilty of neglect. From then they have been : . . .
: Having examined the evidence available at
trying to catch up after those lost years. . .
o i t,he ti me, Dr Yul e judge
Dr Yule goes on to explain in plain English . . .
Rgs! ti,on i.,n 1982 was_Jone
the results of the mu ll'tkll\gj%\cig st%dles on _ve
, he VVAA in 1982 held the same belief,|as
health and mortality. They show that as ttrrl]eere was good evidence for. and against | the
decades pass, veteranso Ehegaoldt% probalemqs do n
recede but grow in magnitude. (Continuedign page

| ssue: December 2020 9
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harmfulness of the chemical agents. Then there was a year and a half betw
That uncertainty was important becaugR Nancy Law decision and the announcemer
Repatriation legislation prescribed VietnaRe establishment of the Royal Commission w
veterans be given thepyR bogld Bale chanded policy! & indicatdd
claiming compensation for war caused illnessydt contemplating changing. It did neither.

een
it of
hen

bit 0

was clear to the VVAA Aslhadmedtolt fa fromUcBrtempldirgyi Nt

constituted O0doubtd oOfespelithy Ghe Nardty YawW&asee DVAOC v
the benefit. developing amendments to Repatriation law
The Department of Veterans Affairs (DVAjounter the decision and make it harder
in 1982 was rejecting almost all compensa{jgferans to succeed in disability claims. Tl
claims on the grounds of chemical exposure. Fh&endments were passed into law during the
VVAA believed that these rejections resulted froB}r of the Royal Commission.
DVA not abiding by the a$ieufinedsoutdob,ithe Vel Beepdedsistd]
the doubtd provisi on. pyvA had to respecting the Nancy Law decis
It was these rejections that motivated thigs revealed by the Royal Commission itse

veterans?d successful foundl ehéit VA had beer trainifg staff & Yird!

Commission. _ ways of circumventin
It was established in 1983. provision in Repatriation law, a behaviour

Dr Yule suggests that demanding a Royghtinued even after this exposeé.

Commission may not have been the campaigning And what of the Roval C i o
veteransd best option. had what of the Royal L.ommission:

In October 1981 the Nancy Law court case In the Conclusions and Recommendatic

strengthened signi f i cb%ulrnn ?f S e oﬁgheogl%vngnéerqfe{red

g
t

doubtd provision. quSt r q,erg ﬂbe ngal ItC%mmlgsmrbc{‘;%h

Assistant Commissioner writing that, in wew% genth NDG tan@
this courtdés decision at th%ga'&darrﬂ éei?“'“?? (?X Regaglatlghblqw
the |l ine against ochemﬁ%a db

Dr Yule also refers to a 1998 interview wmgher C'V'I court S andar )
the RSL National President of that time who Some scientists rejected the definite
voiced his belief t h G;rulty V%rdéCt 8VEe & tl?'s ?lghe(g stanga
provisions would eventually have been propé) ecting there was 100 much uncertalnty nt
applied anyway, so the Royal Commlssmn tlng science to make such an unequiv
unnecessary and risky. .

The VVAAG®S =experienc eThe Roalal iC[omrrtlsalon b%ap [ %”L‘
DVA would not S|mplywe@l§n%sfetc‘ overodo. . and Gea
under pressure from the Nancy Law decision. It was guilty of plaglarlsmg large sections

Indeed, the VVAA felt sure DVA Woulc} he ch e~m| cal co ”?p an y
continue indefinitely to resist relaxing its hard In? r Yuledbs forensi

Af ter al |, ther e 555 foug volgn&eﬁ 8fn¥he r‘?il Prt %e%h g V\.Q
case won on appeal in January 1982, well afte?)fﬁgsure toxicology, general health dei
Nancy Law decision, giving DVA an |de%n cancer, approximately 85% was virtu
opportunity to change its hdnde policy. No ' dentical to the Mons
such change was made or forecast. Indeed, DVA To ma ke matters .wo
instructed staff that there was to be no policy shitt Pticisms of studiesg

as a result of the appeal decision. were copied uncritically. (Continued 1dn

vy €
to
for
nese
final

heef |
on
f. It

t h
hat

ses.

page
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r Yule says that the VVAA @
knocked for six by the Royaf™
Commi ssionds fi
That is true.
This was because there wa
almost universal focus on the No
Guilty verdict.
The RSL crowed that the
i ssue 6shoul d
againo.
But there was another|ge
finding buried in volume four of g5
the nine volume Royal
Commission report. It identified#ss
two cancers that, UNde Mee—m
Repatriation | gwGrwhanh Edwag d< bV ® @ oMip hPoanteryi.c kBogd h | o
of the doubt & rovi Shed, ! «9cufrvhbeg with 7 HAR i
linked with exposure to Age (AWM photo repfThadulkceng i®hadow

Orange in Vietham. Dr Yule describes in detail too, the
Almost no one noticed this favourablent ri caci es of Repatr/i at
finding because the Royal Commission failedth e doubt & provision, as
point it out or explain its significance. o
But a few years later, under Tim McComEIe‘993 saw a dramatic twist.

the VVAA regrouped, changed its strategy and, The US Veterans Administration began
encouraged by these hidden findings, had anofhlist of certain cancers it would attribute to Agent
go. Orange exposur e. Thi ca
Dr Yule relates this resurrection in a chapféstinate denial to come crashing down.
titled, Fight it Case by Odsesays: Dr Yule tells the fascinating story of the

% Thwarted in its attempt to obtain science, politics and passion that led to the| US

blanket finding that Agent Orange Waset erans Administratijono:
responsi ble for a |[/Mhegé sormuah gnere that could betsaid abauis &
illnesses, the VVAA set out to wind back thethis information and story blebkister. But
Royal Commi ssi onds spacerdligtates this review gustende r ¢ o me
DVAG S resistance by So i gene sy twarefulthg m
chosen cases through the appeals systenf@a the book that offer food for thought..
the courts. As Tim McCombe told the * When Ted Harrison (5RAR, 1966) and a

Mel bour ne Her al d, Omhee wwemmi sal andg abou
findings would be appealed against case by t ol d them to get over
caseod. was a |l ong time agod.
How these cases succeeded is analysed bysi mply, o6Vietnam will

Dr Yule in fascinating detail. One key to their ag o0 .

successes was t hat n ot Whennthey USAgeeeraris Adrin&stratioa 0 s
harmfulness was advanced in evidence. Selecliosspted the link between Agent Orange expasure
of herbicides, insecticides and-anatiarial tablets,and certain cancers, the VVAA put its pursuit of
were also included. (Continmuedidn page

| ssue: December 2020 11
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toxic insecticides on the bdmkner. Dr Yul

comments:
* In recent years there has bee
increased interest among Australian ve
in the possible health impacts of som
these other agents to which they
exposed. In particular, the work of J
Mordike has drawn attention to large
misuse of insecticides in and ar
Australian bases. Not only were these
regularly sprayed with malathion
American aircraft.
with inappropriate and undiluted insecti
took place on an
epidemiological studies have found
between malathion exposure and so
the cancers often linked with exposur
di oxin [in Agent
Agent Orange is uncertain, but there i
guestion that all Australians in Vietnam
exposed to malathion.

This review of only a few pages can give but-a
size taste of Dr Yul

That feast is 568 pages long (not cou
the annexes).

But dondt be put
It is readable, enjoyably so, because
Yul eds clear writing

and statistics in understandable terms.

Our exGovernor General and Vietn
veteran, General the Honourable Sir
Cosgrove AK AC (Mil) CVO MC (retd) [Coz
said this in his Forward to the book:

0When | f iTheddang $hadovk

f
Why was t he
" written?
nd
ases
by
..but fogging of bases &
.FnSt e late 1970s the Vietnam veteran movement
ndustrial S B&d BEnmissinM&
kbegan a campaign for a Royal Commission |into
jpe effects of veterans®o
gst known of which was Agent Orange) as well as
'r}s%ct}]cideg, whilst OIE war sersvicerineVietrtlag].
Iy 1;)85, a ﬁ(?ya?l Commission ° was
no, ...
grsétabllshed. o o
The Royal Commission made findings
under two separate standards of proof; one at the
givil court standard, the other under Repatriation
lsaswd&s oWlyi ahelne qyi fesasggi Vi

doubt 0.
At civil court standard the verdict was
PAgeRt dNAceta n@Wikliotsy d.engt h.
fpr Under Repatriation law, however, the
RpyplCommission foyng fwg Gategorjes, gf cancer
could be linked with chemical exposure.
In 1994, Volume 3 of the Official History
¢k the Vietham War was published. It included a
g]ection on the Agent Orange controversy.

The author, academic FB Smith, in
wickedly flawed account, claimed the veterans
n8 caseRind that they were motivated by greed.

tind e

noting ?ts length and great detail on the - In fact, the Royal Commission had
subject of OAustrafyiija0gsi cValt€elgnatM & ey 8f 8P Sns b
since the wardo, | tRo%cHnBefstwhidh, ufdRURephtridtiéhdad, cbuld ©
four of five days, but once | started, | regljfs |inked to exposure.
t hrough in one go. I cponUgl dRitt Pt dtai d@WhhH 8
It is both a good read and also a referenfgdnotivated by greed was ludicrous. If he had
book. bothered to interview any of them, he would have
The bookThe Long Shadshighly realised that they were, in the best ANZAC
recommended. ~ tradition, fighting for a fair treatment of their
(Continued1@n page
12 | ssue: December 202
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0Olt 1 s al most wunbeli eva
denigrate a veteran with no supporting evidence,

attempt to disguise the lack of evidence by givinj
mi sl eading refer

brothers in arms. In his book,The Long Shad&eter Yule

Amongst many other flaws, FB Smitthevotes a chapter to a forensic examination of

failed to mention that the Royal Commissi@mi t hés account . He i
castigated the Department of Veterans Affairsfboe r e s j ust a taste.

S S

purposely finding ways round obeying On Smithdés dishonesty

Repatriation law. incompetence), Dr Yule writes:

Outraged by this shockingly wrong 0l t i's al most unb
account, the veterans began a campaign for that historian could denigrate a veteran with
part of the Official History to be rewritten. supporting evidence, and attempt

After 20 years, in 2015, the campaign disguise the lack of evidence by giv
succeeded. That success was helped by Australian mi s| eadi ng referen
War Memorial Director, Dr the Hon Brendan
Nelson AO while Vietnam veteran The Ho\p
Graham Edwards AM, a member of the War
Memorial Council, was active in support.

As a result, the Council commissioned the
writing of a new o6offici
about the health and medical legacy of the
Vietnam war. The council gave the job to historian
Dr Peter Yule.

After five years of research and writing by
Dr Yule and his team, the book was launched in Of Smithos bi as
October 2020. scientific evidence Dr Yule writes:

In reference to FB Smith not seeking t
teransd point of wvi
0The two veterans
employed by the government, and neit
ingelrvigw i% cltheId in ith% tgxé. Beé(onnd tge
he spoke to no veterans, aItRough IS
not prevent him making defamato
assumptions about their motives f
pursuing the Agent

_ 6Smith was emphat.i
e had, of course, been wondering what Dr Yule  <.iantists who researched Agent Oran

woul d make of FB Smith>dsggaRf Qs frhof f whbsd Sevidd
Orange controversy ~with which we S0 g, 5orteq the official narrative of Age
emphatically disagreed. Perhaps he would find 5, 5 ge were unifor
Smithdés work reasonable jamnd gLedhBl et arAfd
was strenuously defended by Dr Peter Edwards questioned it were
who had been head of the official history Vietnam _ _

War project. Ashley Ekins, then AWM head ©On Smi thds incompe

historian, also i nexgq pxehyin dealing with ghg geeree, PrgY
account. spends many pages.
We need not have worried. This whole chapter should be read if jt

m

to experience beinggebma c k e d . -

el i e
no
to
ng
ces.

he
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Achl evemen
Par t 3

Wh at has the Vietnam veteran m

What happened in

NATIONAL Headquarters of the Vietnan®President.
Veterans Association moved to its Sydney, The Association
Granville office in May 1981 with Phil Thomps@ampaigned for a judicig
as the new National President. enquiry, a demand tha
hkkk later became specifical
But before Granville became the centre of the for a Royal Commission
Vietnam veteran movement, there were several The government
years of agitation and campaigning to have therefused this demanc
government acknowledge Vietnam veterans hadaying it was unnecessary
been exposed to herbicides and insecticides because it was launching an epidemiological

Hon Clyde H¢l di n

including Agent Orange with study. The As s O
possible consequent harm to . iegtific adyjsqrs warned the
them and their children. Vietnam v ssltcud% \'/Lvasfél \ﬁn%nable and was

c
This agitation was led by We T € a b a n|dne, ih &ydase, designed to test
Bernie Szapiel, Gary Adam b y t he t | hthe lekdetween the number of

U)

Robert Ford, Holt McMinn, . . . cers foynd.a posure [to
Adrian Bishop and other; Institut]l cg\{z;]t(]—:'n%rOrarllﬂgc—:-c?1 @?X
advised and assisted by scienfistt N 0 U g ht t N e stud Qisbdeddwo years
John Evans and politician Clydqe r el y on:|l ! &thea as the |[VVA
Holding. government p,_red'thfl'VA

(John Evans had sound Time wasted.
the alarm in 1979 about and the |R

In any case, the issue was not
) N A
cluster of birth abnormalities & solely a scientific one,

Yarram,_\/_|ctor|a that he linked tq ae ”‘?I_ Spray_wgpatriation law required war veterans be given
of herbicides. He saw the similarities wght he benefit of the doub
veteransod exposure.)

illness or injury was weaused. The Association

Thi.s agitation qu to meetings of veterafiS.ysed the Department of Veterans Affairs
and their wives held in Sydney and Melbou n%VA) of failing to give

resulting in the formation of the Vietnam Vetera‘%en it continually rejected any link between

Association in garly 1980. i . certain cancers and exposure to Agent Orange and
Holt McMinn was elected the first National

14 | ssue: December 202
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other chemical agents.

To prove its point, the newly formed VVAA
appealed a DVA rejection to the Repatriation
Review Tribunal in the famous 1980 Simpson
case. In a landmark success, the Association won
the appeal, the tribunal
cancer was linked to his exposure to Agent Orange
while in Vietham.

Conflict with the Department of Veterans
Affairs became bitter when the Department
refused to accept the appeal findings as a
precedent and continued to reject claims.

The Association expected the RSL to come
on side and support its call for a Royal
Commission but the RSL sided with the
government. This refusal both disappointed and

mp s

angered_th_e Association. _ Phil Thompson OAN
(It is important to note that while the RSL

National Headquarters was antagonistic to the

VVAAGs goals, the VVAAC&'EcedtNded ol uppbway ¢
assistance from a number of RSL-wainches also played a central
especially Granville.) other-seexice organisat

Kkkkk changes to repatriatio

When the headquarters moved to Granville in di sadvantageous to memb

1981, the stage was set for Phil Thompson andtheThe association acted
crew to intensify the campaign and expand thewhen a veteran or his
Associationds work intodinféghteeldtyefdi nameiaalglfan
Ambrose Crow in his bopRhe Battle After or emotional. Many ve
the Warsummed up the work of the Association vol untary capacity at
in those early years: headquarters in each st
) an therapeutic su ort
.the VVAA was establlshec}j i n ..Presponsepgo
) wer e in a <crisis  situ
the wunique health and soci al problems facing
. N organi.sing immediate hg
Aust®&dalVi@tnam veterans and their families.
) advice, short term acc
However, whi | e t he associati on spent
) , or a dependent spouse
considerabl e ti me and effort conducting a .
_ community organisat. on
search for medi cal and scientific evidence into
, ) make a  cal_l on behalf
the biological and psychol ogical effects of war
_ The New South Wales br a
on its members, and demanding _ recognition and
i , ) had™ four Part ti me cou
repatriation rights for those probl ems, It was
of fice at the time,  wt
no means all consumed by thijs. It fought for it
made themselves avail a
members on a number of other fronts as well,
S . . weekends, day .and nigh
initiating action to correct ,anomal.i es in
) , i i crises jnvolving vetera
repatriation |l egi sl ation, and l obbyl ng
gover nment ministers for the introduction of a
counselling service, for i mproving psy((:crgrjtgntuerdi@rg

A ¢S €
rol e
i ons
n | e
ers.

as t
f ami
@ eiet
ter ail
t he
at e
to
ati or
spit
D Mmo C
co

page
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These, in more detail, are some of the
VVAAOGs early achievement s:

Of pri me i mportance
successful campaign to remedy a disadvantage in
Repatriation legislation covering Vietnam veterans
compared with legislation covering WWII
veterans.

I f, for instance, a WWII
as an accepted condition a
a heart attack, the heart attack was accepted as war
caused even though it was war related only
indirectly. This is because the legislation covering
WWI | veterans included the
clause.

This vital clause, was missing from the Hon Arthur G| et
legislation covering Vietham veterans so in a
similar situation the heart condition would not Bgq the lives of many Vietnam veterans.
accepted. ,

The VVAA lobbying brought all politicab0 mmi ssion into veter

parties oside, and the anomaly was remedled.and insecticides continued with the governm

Equally i mportantande RSLiekesingYh¥ frdpésal. eV en
successful campaign for a counselling service. But the VVAA, through Clyde Holding, ha
These days, it is hard to imagine not haviRg establishment of a Royal Commission inclu

the thriving, helpful VVCS ameliorating théhn, t he Labor Partyés
traumas of war. But then, even the RSL wapor won the 1983 election, its establishment
initially against its establishment. one of the new govern
The VVVA knew from practical experiencé  The RSL made a submission to the Rd

that a shoffront counselling service, separgt€s mmi ssi on deni gratin
from and independent of DVA, was sorellMay have been the in

Meanwhil e t he

needed. steady decline on display).

~ The VVAAGs campaign §3U€ oR, 9he Royat BothmidsiBreious
first centre was opened in Adelaide in 1982 with 5 { given the 6ben

Phil Thompson making the keynote speech.  nqer Repatriation law, there were two classe

The VVAA, however, was forced tQancer that could be linked with exposure
periodically intervene to prevent DVA corrupti%em Orange. Surprisingly, no such finding
the VVCSO6s independengfeforthe deluge of chemical insecticides
’ It became c | eavay dsdieldrifh €hlordané) Andahe eénd malathiobr
houses were needed for troubled veterans. Thesieh veterans had been exposed.
were veterans having trouble coping but not badly But shockingly,the Royal Commissior

enough to need admission to hospital. Thgyused the Department of training Determini

needed a place to chill out, to calm down. Of ficers oto find way
Veterans Affairs Minister, the helpful Arthyt h a t t he | aw wasoO6 an
Geitzelt, agreed and provided a grant. Soon piti ch a c¢c | ai m-o o ¢ @l other &
States had their own versions. words, breaking the law.
Having a place to chdut saved the sanity Unashamed, DVA continued its policy

camp
ans

ent
t ual
d
ded
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was
me nt
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f to

of

16 | ssue: December 202
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rejection.

Undeterred, the VVAA took its fight to the
appeals tribunals, the story of which we shall visit
later.

1983 was also the year
brought his song, | Was Only 19 to Granville for
approval.

Of course, what followed is well known .

The song leapt to number one on the charts
and stayed there for a record time, informing
millions of Australians that all was not well with
their Vietnam veterans.

It became Vietnam vete

Meanwhil e in the US, al
mounted by veterans against the makers of Agent
Orange: the chemical companies Monsanto, Dow
and others.

bee

Tim McCombe OAM

organisations.
I'n I ine with VVAAD

tough and eventually to scholarships for
children of Vietnam veterans.

John Schuman OAM gnd guRhialf jlshompson die

.. _lack of an appropriate response by DVA to
The process was a long one resulting in 1%%1'

with a record negotiated settlement but with %cide.
chemical companies denying responsibility.

The judge decided that veteran 9roUpScame  National
should control the settlement funds and allocartgﬁmining the National office.
some $3 million to Australia.

The VVAA naturally expected to be In 1977 the A

Hugh McDonald p| ay i Pipgued by severe PTSD (after two tours
| Was Only 1 with 1 RAR including being wounded) and a
disabling cancer (and no doubt depressed at the

After a short interregnum Tim McCombe
President, with Granvjlle

distributed through grants to veterans doing it

the

Commission findings), Phil committed

ustr

confirmed that veterans claims for compensation

allocated the money but the RSL, despite  Its

: . . : forwar caused injury or illness must be given
previous antipathy to the issue, applied to theéﬁg enefit of the doub

court to take control.

the
[t O .

that if DVA could not prove beyond reasonable

To avoid an unseemly fight in the US coulry,

the Minister for Veterans Affairs, Arthur Gietz ~
) . then the veterands cl
brokered a compromise and established a DVA believed the test should be m
committee with representatives of both clieve € tes S(C?l:t : nueed mnu

eqPUbt that a medical condition was not war caused

ai m
ch

page
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tougher, and in 1985, before the Ro
Commission brought down its findings,
succeeded in making c
wi t h t he i ntroduct.
hypothesisd test.

Even then DVA was not satisfied.

In 1992 it took the Bushell case to the Hil
Court. There it argued for a definition
Oreasonabl e hypot hesi
disadvantage the claiming veteran.

The High Court rej
arguments.

It seemed DVA used the rejection
unreasonably panic the government into legislg
that would do what the high court would nc
redefine O6reasonabl e |
more diffi
to succeed.

Disappointingly most egervice
organisations fell into line, perhaps not that adtempt.

understanding the dire ramifications of the The VVAA had saved the day and t

legislation. malign intentions of DVA exposed.
The offending bill was snuck through the Despite the findi

House of Representatives in the dead of night. 8} 1o categories of cancer could be linked
the government did not have a majority in tﬂﬁent Orange exposure, and its damning fing

Senate. _ N that the DVA had flouted Repatriation law, DV
Tim McCombe lobbied the Oppositionand s vt i nued to r e i ect

the Greens in the Sengime: alerting them t

S ONna

: a
cult for veteranp@y cFometedwnsaltion

ploy. This resulted in a Senate enquiry being called. gt the Royal Commission was not the only

The bill was put before a Senate enquiry, <+ i t uti on t hat di s

where its true nature was exposed. Later, ifigmretation of the law: the appeals tribunals
Senate voted to defer consideration of the Blgagreed. So the VVAA took the fight there.
while the Minister negotiated with the veteran o4 \Warner of the Sale dutanch was the

community. No agreement between the Ministes; 4 appeal a case. He was soon joined by
and the veteran community could be reached gngompe.

the bill sunk without trace.

During the Senate debate to consider igy peen won at the first level of appeal,
Senate enquiry report, Senator Durack, who {@a¢hrans Review Board, and some five at

been the Minster responsible for the 19¢d.qng level, the Administrative Appeals Tribu
legislation, made the following claim: The cases involved vae

fi believe that over tdfhbherbicdesandifsecigides.s or so
there have been very str dlhase aappealsp would yhaweh eonting
Repatriation Commi s s i gnobally withscontvmeed tmarkedh success but
l ongstanding intenti onsevelopmenatsinthetd&nt . This Bil

bre di ff

b | e

i ous

he

ngs
vith
ling

A

vet e
o DV

agr
also

Tim

The result was that by 1992 some ten cases

the
the
nal.
ter

ed
for

is the last [most r ecent ]TheredhewdS Academy efnGrierce oeleased
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a study l inking c er t aiDmscontert nwith rtse Melboume baese
exposure to Agent Orange. The US Veter&tational leadership grew in the NSW Branch. ]
Administration accepted the study. NSW Granville office, it believed, continued

Meanwhile in Australia legislation wasoduce all the important submissions and rep
passed prohibiting the kind of cases the VVAwile Melbourne was contributing very little.
had been arguing in appeals courts; insteadGranville also complained that the stand
establishing an authority that would determofethe magazind)ebriefnow being produced by

what conditions could be linked with war servibe Melbourne office, had dropped to
and under what circumstances. embarrassing low level.

Being denied its 0dayheiNSW Branchrpoinded out tidat itrhadth
the VVAA. the Associationds men

But the new authority followed the examplee National Office were carrying it financia
of the US Veterans Administration and acceptedlith little benefit to veterans.
list of cancers as being linked to Agent Orange There was no point, the NSW Branch argu
exposure. in continuing to belong to the VVAA.

Meanwhil e, even t hd¥%h theNgW Bragchy withdrew, feorp th
succeeded in having the VVCS set up,Agsociation and formed the Viethnam Vete
recognised more mental health support \W&sleration. Equally disillusioned groups in
needed. States and Territories joined the NSW withdra

Led by the indominable Ray Fulton and Tighd became State Branches anebmrithes of
McCombe, the VVAA researched and lobbied féie new Federation.
courses for the intense treatment of PTSD. Hhkkok

The result was the St John of God What can be said of those early days?
Hospital ds and t hie No $adly ViEnard etergns wate abadidoned by t

PTSD courses that have helped so many veterdinree institutions they thought they could rely on:
and their families. the government, DVA and the RSL National
And all the whil eHeadgyadessy j | | e publ i shed

highly respected magazibebrietvhich pulled no The VVAA fought back achieving some
punches in criticising the failures and short ~ fémarkable results and developing a welfare

comings of governments and bureaucrats. ~ Neétwork that has helped many thousands of

]

1993 saw John PrY%tt%r,ark]JSé's"éd in Mel bou

elected as National President.

The original VV

Granville office

was t her esneolvfat ed

storeom at t he ba

of the old Granvi
hall
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Gi r | out

| was in 4 RAR (2 Section, 7 Platoon, C Con
Alec lllin Section Leader, Blue Wicks PIe
Sergeant).

| took this photograph while my plat
was on operations in early 1969.

We had passed through a small villag
the girl was standing alone, watchingstrangel
carrying weapons. See colour version of

| didn't ask to take the photo, which Was on the front cove

another intrusion. It wasn't until many years later, _ _ _
when | had the film processed, that | realised ¢qgtact with a Viet Cong battalion and afterwa

t hi s

rds

girl was out of focus with the rest of the photo. We went through a pineapple plantation and there
It seemed then, and now, that her ghist Was a little girl similar to the age of the one I took
image was appropriate in that pointless war. ~ the photo of, sitting on an old man's knee in the

Photography was not a hobby | Continué’(a(:hen and we came in with our rifles a
after the war, but | was pleased to be abler@gnded people up.
extract some of my wartime images from slides A lot of veterans carried a lot of gui
and into print to share with the Australian Wagciety changes and there's a lot of upheaval
Memorial. is pointless before, during and after. No gc
When we came home it was the middle @mes from it.
1969 and there was a lot of -dfiitham
sentiment. lan Robertson
Our battalion marched through Brisbane
and we got a lot of congratulations, but we also
got a lot of booing.
We wanted to just get out of our uniformEditors Note

*kkkkkkkkk

We had five day train tnp back to Perth aﬁbe phOtO is a finalist in the Napier Waller Art

coming out of Adelaide there were a lot of Ufiize run by the Australian War Memorial.
students who were very abusive to us. They may still be on display-lore on the
At the time, in late 60s and early 70s fdstralian War Memorial weite: awm.com.au
didn't stick our head up very much. Look for the2020 Napier Waller Art Prize
Girl out of fooesitomised the suffering ang@ndseei r I Out Of Focus
fear experienced by children in war.
Kids suffer most in every conflict. We had
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NATI ONAL PRESEDREPORT

Veteran Sui c

The most | mport &
facing the vejf
communi ty o

The government 8
promised in February sdcﬁamtg_#’; ;”h___ o
2020 to appoint a =nd E = UBSPRIN = mesr
National - etk Mﬁ{;,‘“ﬁ%pmsa‘ - P

L vinlenge e btk — problems 7 mental iliness
Commissioner for | . R, fexthasesis |
somee s vacen| VETERAN SUIEIDE = ==
Suicide Prevention — o S ......;-5,,:”..,:-..:.“&:'7? =

The government dBpl"BSSIﬂn El(“"""""" :

!

stated the Commissione
would have all the
powers of a Roya
Commissioner an

would be a permgnent fi>.<ture. . Dr Bernadette Boss CSC was appointed
In recognising the importance of the iSsY§eoher to begin a study of past suicides.

the PM said: Dr Boss servedas a Magistrate and

biavar

6The Government s cGMPME thb Saflsudiich Plts Urkrlitdhy?

ADF members, vetgrans and their fam”_iﬁl%lgistrates Court since 2012.
have access to the right support, at the right At the time of writing

early November

n

time, especially those who are vulnerablg,gbg the |egislation was in the Senate awaiting a

~

at risk.?d vote.
So we were pleased when legislation to set We hope that the legislation is passed sd

~

up a Commissioner8s gfafodnfidhent WdhntissiBrierSsSfoBirited.d

Parliament in August.
Comments were invited on the Iegislatiqp.e ter an
We responded with our views.
We were pleased too that an interim- part
time Commissioner,

community tod

| ssue: December 2020 21
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FROM THE
EDITORS DE

SK

COMPLIMENTS OF THE SEASON TO ALL.

Great to welcome the
Stories section. We now have Army and Air Forg
represented but no Navy yet.

Maybe someone out there has a personal story
would like to submit from the attack on HMAS
Perth or about a ship on the off shore gun line o
their take on the Vung Tau Ferry.

Readers may have noted the lack of advertising
ONational Car Brokers
usual article inside this issue. After more than a
complaints, and a lack of response from the
proprietors, we have chosen to withdraw our
support of BCB for the foreseeable future.

Much to read about in
resist the urge to point our NSW readers to the
2021 AGM notices on centre pages. 2021 is a
Committee election year and we encourage you
participation and vote for NSW members.

n

Membership is due on 1 January each year.
(July 1 for Queensiland members)
M erfblréhip & b ordafisatiémpoiér
team to achieve much within the vetel
community, by assisting veterans with claims
pé%ications on a wide spectrum of governme
5 ided avenues of compensation and beng
across 3 Acts of parliament.

(75

2

q

Each as an individual is ineffective when lobby

governments for change, or to amend

fajustice. Together as an organisation, wit

trogg, megnpershin, we. are gble \jo, gn’d H

one, improve pathways for better treatment
erans.

—

~

We survive as an organisation on the strengtl
our membership, and even if you have won [t
battle with Veterans Affairs (DVA), there
always the risksof changes ip Gavernmeng s
which may erode benefits and pensions
changes to eligibility entitlements.

\We encourage membership from all who sup
our objectives, veterans, service anrsemexce

And hereds a thought

not include the 2 day ASIST course into all forc
basic training, with those already in service doin
the course at a convenient time. They may save
buddyods 1ife.

Why have $millions gone to ADF Health Care th
the welfare of service personnel handled by DV
Surely the ADF is res
from enlistment to discharge.

We wish everyone a Covid free future, and remipd

you to keep practicing safe protocols during the
festive season. Take

ED.

(

members, as well as wadows and their
baami tl i secsl. d iYeoru sdud ncd td-e
member of the Australian Defence Forgq
ADF). In most instances, anyone may join
%rganisation, with few exceptions, so why
enquire today.

Rising activities and many kind donations fr
r members, and general public, that we are
cocorginud sueporting our felliove \detemms [
Service members in need, and meet
increasing welfare and pension workload.

(

X
Should you be able to help with a donation,
leave a, bequest in your Will, it would
eftrenfefy Beneficial and greatly appreciated.

We thank you for your kind support.

It is through our membership subscriptions, fynd
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The Minefield

Another extract from the book

Two man O6d86splinter | i th

the infantry from the CETs [Combat Engineer} Dr Greg Lockhart is a Vietham veteran, having
Teams]. These teams would clear and tajf served with AATTV.

6provend tracks and He is an eminent historian whose wdrk! ©
possible enemy installations. The infantr| has been widely acknowledged.
woul d-hépochkl ong the|f

_ _ | His writing of this excellent book canje
of the splinter teams to provide them with

from the VVFAOGS conjcern

protection. Rogers little about the Minefield when dealing with
l ooking too. 6 Many 01 veterans damaged by their contact withit. |e S
found had VC markers, often consisting of hit{ He is the VVEASs Hono

of wood driven into the ground two or thrge
metres in front of them. Not all those found |n
ones and twos and threes were obviolsly
marked, and one vigilant A Company scput
noticed that pieces of wood from rubber tregs,
which had been brought into the area wgre
there were no such trees, were used as mdrkers
in some cases. At least two mines were poipted
out and al so hel pfdl Iy
original informant, Kiet. Still, with shrapnel| a
continual problem, the advance was always |very
slow, often not more that 3@ metres an

hour. No A or C company patrol probajy THE MINEF'E[D

went more than a kilometre from its compgny A" AUS"H"H" "aﬂedy m Viemam

base. Al t houghho pipti nwads ant GREG LOCKHART
time, one C Company patrol had only moved &
few hundred metres in over three hours on|22

It is the best book so far written about
March when it took fearful casualties pn Australiads particilpat:i

waiting M16 mines. R Written ten years ago and still selling wgll.
To get your copy simply ring the NSW

)

Branch Granville Office on 02 9682 1788.
Or order online atvww.vvfagranville.org

| ssue: December 2020 23


https://apjjf.org/data/Brig. Stuart Graham.jpg

OFFI CI AL JOURMAL VOETNAM VEFTEEIREARNASTI ON OFRALAWSTR

Vietnam Vebdb®tr@amise s

From | etters diaries and mem

The Scungees and t he

6 Platoon B Company 1RAR were known
Scungees. They were trained by one of t
Platoon Corporals who later became their platg
sergeant in about 19624 . He wagq™
Wheatley.

Dasher taught them ways to survive in
jungle from lessons he learned while he
posted to Malaya.

In October 1965 the Scungees, then
Vietnam, received a visit from WO2 Das
Wheatley who was with AATTV as an advisor.
had came to Bien Hoa to see his old platoon.
thing was, Dasher was on R and R and could
gone to Bancock or Hong Kong but came to v ;\.
his old platoon instead. i

He stayed for about five days wi
everyone swapping old storie®asher at the Three days later Terry received a lefter
Civic Hotel in Sydney and him telling us about frmm Dashe® scary. In the letter he told Terry he
Training Team. Good times. had a very good time and seeing his old platoon

About midNovember 1965 we had a visihates was great and said to tell everyone to keep
from an ABC/BBC reporter, Mr Don Simmongheir heads down and make sure we all got home
who used to come out on some operations wstfely.
us. Don lived in Saigon but had travelled to Bien Dasher 6s pl atoon sjur v,
Hoa because he wanted to speak to the platooim dke end. After completing our 13 months tour
a whole group. including going on 21 operations with the US

After we had gathered round our platodriy3d Airborne Brigade, our platoon was very
headquarters tent, Don told us Dasher duodky because we had only seven WIA and NIL
another Aussie advisor, WO2 R Swanton, 4.
been killed the previous day. In Saigon, Don had kR kA A AK

read a copy of the contact report and informed.ll.hse Americans in charge of the Saigon docks were
that Dasher would receive the Victoria Cross &%rtting worried. The Vietnamese workers were
his actions. ) going to take holidays and there wasn®to

None of us could believe Dasher was deﬁ‘ﬁroad the ships coming from the USA. The call

Tenry Loftus and Ross Mangano were Comple\tﬁ@ﬁt out to the units and B Company was given
devastated by the news.

- PR

dashtwheatl ey VC
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the task. The job was to last for only seven to weas he going to wear? Merv gave him one o

days. sergeantsd® shirts but
Our platoon sergeant, Sergeant Médmm.

Kirby, was in charge of 40 or 50 soldiers divided o661 f anyone asks (¢

'.' ‘m l‘
{1
9
r

into two groupsd one day on, one day off. We t ¢
were to live in Cholon, the Chinese part of Saigon,
and travel each workday to the docks.

When the first group arrived and started to
work, the Vietnamese got worried they might lose
their jobs so they didnd
on working.

After sitting around for a few hours,
Group 1 were given the rest of the day off. This
wasgreaiDay Leave. 6Saigon,

In Cholon we lived next door to the
Ductan Hotel. This was where the Signals Corps

r

GunndRramma (6 Pl atoon)
Somer s

Both B Company, ! RAR,
Tan Hot el in Chol on

Bot h on Saigon Guard

well on your courses
Hippy admits he looked like a bag of cr
Sergeant Merv Kirpy pythe gotaway with it, though his three times
Saigon docks 19605 . . .
large shirt did get him a lot of funny looks.
soldiers lived after finishing work at Army Next day Group 2 arrived at the dock

Headquarters. Same result. Vietnamese still working. T
To beat the curfew, soldiers havingafemo ul dnét take a hol i g
ales in Saigon used to hire rickshaws to get batké#or s, her e we come! 0

Cholon on time. The Diggers would have chariot ~ Our holidays came to an end after fo
races, thinking they were Charlton Heston in Biys; the Viethamese wharfies never taking t
Hur, to make it back first without falling out dfio more day leave in Saigon for Aussies. Bag
their rickshaw, drunk. Very funny sights. Bien Hoa. 6Bugger 0. A
Frkkkkkkokk Saigon. Cand6todo compl a

Sergeant Kirby didndt | ike theE**Hea of st a

American sergeantso mesyi RSoOREYONDLYPKAHES i

asked one of our pl atyeqRarvesRiecideddotgs intd £Jaigon Bak
Brennan to join him. Hi pshot said O&6OKi@ueihou

f his
it

yest

t he

and

out s |

Sergeant Kirby told Hips
crapd in the right place at the right time, did very

et c.

ap
too

(S.
hey
ay .

ur
neirs.
k to
\ t I
n
yin
1@ d

for s 1
kase W h
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few cold ones. There were about ten US soldidrere were about 80 in the bar.
After a couple of beers with the Yanks we

noticed two pool tables at the far end of the room.

with seven and | placed a Quarter coin (25 dents

reserve our place in line.
This US soldier comes over and tells|us
both that this tablel|b

go and play at the other table.
Okey and | look at orenother then the

Saigon Hot el 1965

One table had about seven players and the other
about thirty players. Okey and | went to the table

we were being paid in US currency) on the table to

el

the other table belongs

penny drops We tell them we are both Aussies|and

there. We asked for two beers and receivedvite don ot have this Brjot he

Vietnamese <crap cal |l arthyd doBotack anwhitey weBaly sée sgldiers.i c
means 06330) ; a very \Wtnrarshold ehele they tell us we ganglayswithw it
frozen bottle top in a chunk of ice. them. We stayed playing for an hour or so.
After having one beer each we asked the  We find out that both tables, black and
Yanks where we could get a cold beer and notwhige, are all in the same rifle comp&m@myl on
crap. Day Leave. They all go on operations togethern but
The Yanks told us that they were leavioga n 0 t play pool or drnink
to go to Tan Son Nhut, Saigon Airport, wheoeu t ! &
there was the very good Air memds Bar and we

could go with them i fAfteW&feV\yVn?o%tco?ddneer Qe dec(?dg{o aoattack L

go! ©

to Cholon and we are shown the back gate ofi the

The airmensds bar X p meeréé%sffelr ﬂ)ageepatcab/ricl!(sﬁ)a there? f

Outside the rear gate there are five White
Mice checking passing traffic.
‘ We ask the White Mice boss could he stop

iy
9

Along comes a cab and they try to flag it

a cab for wus to go to Chc

6 down. But it goes faster when it sees us and the

White Mice.
The White Mice boss has a Thompspn

machine gun, like Eliot Ness. The cab is going|like

a rocket down the road. The White Mice boss fires

a whole mag at the ret

r e

Keviked&ane (1 eft) driverd | dondt think be pven

John Whitaker (centre) andl Bsssoor SHOBBOTounts, NIt hits. If he was a
B Company, 1RAR . .
digger in our Company our OC would have sent

) him to the rifle range for a week to improve his
different types of cold beer and good company.
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skills d like our OC did with one of my mateghe floorboards in the main reception area. The

off

Blind Billy (no names, no pack drill). -duty sigs have Oheart at

While the White Mice boss was changiaiggry shot they heard in their whole tour of duty).

his magazine | ask could | have a shot with his sib  The other guards all reached for their

machinegudb ut t he spoi | edweagpmsthinking dwad g VCattackod .

Okey and | had no trouble getting the next | yelled out it was only this idiot having
cab. We kept an eye ouwb. flotr ttuhrendd resut ciatbh
see it on our way home. Sitting behind the drums later on, a you

Rk kdkkkok boy, about eight years old, keeps on jumping

About a month later | was selected to go on ﬂ)]%klng faces at us from across the dgdst

Saigon Guard for a weélt was B Company andwaving fun like little kids do. , L
A Company, day on/day off. We had to guard the Cowboy tells me that the little k'_d s a\
Signal Corps living quarters in Cholon. and | should shoot him with my SLR. | ignore t

The fire escape was a -tugiar rope idiot.

ng
out,

he

hanging out of the top f?ﬁe'B'BiQUteW?t%W%W.doe&lqg%jg t h
are no fires whilst IB®KKRYgHgces at us. 0Stu
The first shift, | was on duty with thi§ @Y ' N 9. 6vC, VCO6 as he f

gigantic d*** headd a White Mouse whosé
nickname was Cowboy. We would sit for tJE)SCk-
hours behind two fortfour-gallon drums filled

with cement, outside the Sig Centre, WatchindN i
the locals go by. an eighiyear old VC. The Guard Sergeant sha

Cowboy had a .38 revolver and | had Qﬁ‘ head and goes back inside. ]
SLR. | needed the next day off just to get aw

Cowboyds favouritgomcﬁ"gbg)?'i peoul,dnot, pel
practice his fast draihe had cut away part of pifhat stupidd but | found out there was more t
holster to do this. come.

At the start of our second shift that day,

Cowboy tried his fast draw and fired a round ﬁg -
OHow | ucky am | ?60

After my day off I was hoping for

———— About 3 00Clock in

up right in front of the hotel and a yourn

forward and pushes the girl onto the footdedh
accident. On seeing this, Cowboy cocks his

against the digger ds

je3)

erent White Mouse but | got Cowboy agai

en metres but did the job as the kid never came

The Guard Sergeant races out and asks me
Qﬁt happened. | tell him that Cowboy just shot at

kes

ay
eve

n

t h

again on shift outside the hotel door. A bus pulls

g

schoolgirl is stepping off the bus. Behind the girl is
a very drunken cffuty A Company guard who
has been in Saigon all day on the booze. As the A
Company digger steps off the last step, he falls

.38,

races forward and puts the barrel of his pistol

heact

Bob Batt on Saigon Ggard (Continued2@n page

B Company, 1RAR
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SGcung@es
6 Platoon, B Con
1RAR
Vi et nam-6169 6 5

A section of “# : . - SN

section of “B" Company's Six Platoon took thme owt to pose and’ Jist before the Austrafion
’;"""“"";““*'d the Vietony stronghold called the “lron Triangle." rﬁ left to righs; Lance Corporal
C"""‘ P lams, Tasmarle; Pre, Ray Eavea, 8 ¢ Lance-Carp. Gunars Rama, Syidney; Pte. Bok
Lu";l'. off's N.dllaon.f:(mx’. Dave Haines, Melbourne; Pn.u;ay O'Brign, Brishane; Corp. Terry
o Lﬁ".fm" Pre. Ross Mangano, Sydney, Corporal Loftus and Private  Mangano were  both
U Hy wfterwardy, Mangano's woumds requiring the ampicte jon of his Jeft leg.

6Bl oody hell ! & s aynmutes$they decided toimbve oo.u t for

Guard Sergeant whilst lining up Cowboy with my  Within five minutes a Land Rover and
SLR. trailer with three White Mice pulls up in front pf

The Guard Sergeant comes out, | tell hthee hotel, talk with Cowboy and wave at me.

pany

what happened an accidend he runs over and Cowboy points down the road at the three
somehow everything goes fine. | think tpeople who were stirring us up, then the Land

Sergeant gave the school kid $10 US to smduatker moves on.

everything out. 0Bl oody Cowhop @rabs angy aarrm and pulls me

Cowboy sits down next to me again adafward to get a better sight of what is about
nothingds happened. Hea pkpreenw tHlee k@iegpgemnwa

~

the other shift but wanted to shoot him. number ten. 0

The next day, offuty again, | saw the A 6 What VC&, It hi nk|.

Company digger on guard and asked him did he The Rover pulls up next to the three. Ty
remember anything. | told him about Cowboy awthite Mice get out of the vehicle. One minl

to watch him and, when he gets back to Austrdditer three shots, three dead teenagers tosse
to buy a Casket ticket (now Lotto). the trailer. Mice wave back to us then drive

6Tomorrow i s my [Ccoswtb ogdayi somt iShli gsmyi
Guard, then back to BiuembeHoa.en®urely, I c

Cowboy three days in a row (that would be unfair). Ne x t day back at
Guess what, Cowboy a gfamihosé bloody White Mice.

On our first shift, about 9am, we are Weeks later my mate Hipshot, without |
sitting behind our drums watching Cholon passtop;l ar ge ser geantsd sh
checking out the chicks etc. When he comes back to the platoon he tells

From our right side of the drums, threstories of this idiot White Mouse named Cowba
Vietnamese teenagers pass by giving us a-mouth
full of lip. They kept yelling and screaming atRiay ( Bori s) OO6Bri ena=a
both.

We tell them t eff 6di di mau 0 (pi ss
quickly) but they still gave us crap. After about five

ay o

NO
ite

i into
off.
ng,
anot
C a myg

S

]

me
Y.

28 | ssue: December 202



OFFI CIl AL JOURMAL VOETNAM VEFTEEIREARNASTI ON OFRALAWSTR

Vietnam Ved eP@aaeam

DUST ON THE DRUM.

DUST ON THE DEEDS OF VALOR

DEEDS OF COURAGE, SCARI FI CE, LOS

MEMORI ES OF OUR SUPPORT I N WARS

S

UNE

WHAT WAS ACHI EVED? WHAT WAS LOST?.

DUST ON OUR NATI ONS PRI DE I N OUR

)

SL

FOR OUR MILI TARY VETERANS. WHAT DOES

A SPRI NG CLEAN, GUST OF FRESH Al

WAS DEATH A WORK OF FI CTI ON? WHE

WAR DEAD MI SSI NG FROM ACTI ON?

WHY ARE OUR MI NDS ASLEEP?

AN OPEN MI ND, ENLI GHTENED MI ND

Il LLUSI ON, EMPTI NESS, FREEDOM.

DRUM BEAT MI SSI NG, HASNT BEEN HE

COPYRI GHTY HARRY W HOGER 28 JULY
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| joined your organisation after | saw many of your
motor-cycle members gathered at a service station
on the northern outskirts of Canberra as | headed
to the first big Vietnam Veterans reunion there
back in the day.

| have always considered your efforts on our
behalf to be invaluable, especially for us to know
that there is someone with the same opinions as
we veterans do, and with a voice to express them.

| had your magazine beside me when |

LETTERS T.,O THE, | The Editor,

>

7~ O==Cm

wrote to The Australian online earlier today, as|my
guilty conscience had prompted me to check my
Yaama Editor and team situation with membership fees. So, after
My name is Michael Bell, Indigenous Liaison submitt!ng the Ietter. | decided to forward it to you
Officer with the Australian War Memorial, | am 0 do with as you wish.
trying to understand and research the contribut@gst Regards,

and service of people of Aboriginal and Torres Br'an

Strait Islander descent. You recently, very ht?p://webandofbrothers.W|x.com/
. . ._brianwmcfarlane
generously published my request for mformatlo%r i an included his |etter

and names |n.your April 2020 |ssue_. Reading the story of the gallantry of Ordinary Seaman Te
l WO,U|d like to thank. you for this Sheean brings tears to my eyes. As an Infantry officer wh
opportunity and also advise you that | have o+ service in Malaya with 2RAR, at ahecwydaty
received a very positive response to my reduesixteen months in 5356 witnessed the innate strength
was provided with 26 previously unidentified  and endurance of the Australian digger. Later, in|Vietham
names of Vietnam soldiers from 16 different  in a conflict on a much greater scale than Malaya, | was ¢
sources. Your Vietnam Veteran community havefle company commander with 6RA&R, 486 6ater

been extremely responsive, generous and willifg@gommander of the 1st Australian Reinforcement Unit |

comrades. It is my intent to publish this Aborigh‘?&l‘sualiaﬂ Task Force at Nui Dat.through to 'Fhe end in
and Torres Strait Islander Vietham service list i ecember 1971, a total of 80Dutinyg.all that time

the comina months and would like to share thissaw the extraordinary resilience, and you could almost sa
. 9 . : . casual gallantry, of our soldiers in similar, and in many ca
with your publication. The list will not be

_ _ ~ much more extended situations than those experienced kb
exhaustive and will always be added to, but givegng Teddy Sheean. Riflemen and forward scouts in

the response from the veteran community | do pfticular, on patrelrdegsput, nigitt nighout, in the
anticipate this being an very large problem. | asmostly thick jungle, where visibility was invariably restricte
ever will be happy to continue to receive namesever knew when the flicker of light from a leaf may mear
and leads and will work closely with you in end to their young lives. The soldiers were not aware fron
achieving this. moment to moment of the overall picture as were their off
thus adding to the stress placed upon them. Patrplling co
on for weeks without contact with an enemy and then in a
Yaluu moment of time all hell could break loose and all those gr
and red flashes would be whipping around their ears (witt
ordinary rounds between the tracers).
I'ndigenous LfMiilsamrQf fHicseror yThégeqrien @re also unsung heroes, and | am sure Teddy
Michael .Bel |l @i&m.Ggdv 62843 4406 Sheean would have been proud of them...

Australian WaPOMBRomwr3a% Canberra ACT
260 yww. awm. gov. au

Yours in Unity

Mi chael Bel |
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NEW SOUTH WALES

PRESI DEBITREPORT

Vietnam Veterans Day Government. The National Commissioner will be

Vietnam Veterans Day 2020 was commemoratedd €nduring institution and independent from
a much different way due to the restrictions Government.
imposed because of Coti@d. Nonetheless, Workload

appropriate commemorations were conducted The NSW Branch workload continues to be high

where permissible. I had the honour of laying a despite the interruptions caused by the pandemic. |

wreath at the Cenotaph in Martin Plaza in would like to congratulate our Compensation

recognition of those who died, were wounded and . .
_ Advocates who continue to achieve great results for
those who have suffered and continue to suffer as a

. . . . . our clients. Likewise, our support staff who are
result of their service to this Nation during the lon

nd blood rin South Vietnam. Hopefull gnainly volunteers, continue to selflessly give of
a oody warin Sou etham. HOPEIUY, WE  oir time and skills to keep the Veterans Support

will be able to resume our normal and much Iarge&entre and indeed our NSW 4mbnches
gatherings on Vietnam Veterans Day 2021.

AGM

operating in a most efficient manner.

41 years of dedicated service to the veteran
The NSW Branch AGM was conducted on community

Saturday 25 July at the Veterans Support Centre,l__SOrty_One years ago a small group of Vietnam

Mary Street, Granvilla General meeting of
, , ) Veterans severely frustrated at the lack of support
members was held immediately prior to the AGM . .
hey were receiving flrom

to consider a change to our Constitution to facilita]i:.?vA took a decision to form their own

electrom(_: banklng.. The chgnge was approved byAssociation. The birth of the now named Vietn
the meeting. Election of office bearers was not

required as such election takes place biennially.

am
Veterans Federation ultimately led to much
improved conditions not only for Vietnam Veterans

Suicide Prevention but for veterans generally, of which we are
We welcome the appointment of Dr Bernadette extremely proud. Whilst the vast majority of our
Boss CSC as the new interim National clients these days are those who have served since

Commissioner for Defence and Veteran Suicide ' "€ 199008s the same dedi
Prevention. Her qualifications for the role are mogt¥ill 8lways be indebted to that small group of
impressive. Subject to the passage of legislation Vietnam Veterans who provided the ground work

currently before Par | i 8Bahhasbgomeghe patigngleadepinthe ;|
formalised with powers broadly equivalent to a provision of high quality advocacy services to those
Royal Commission to inquire into the who have worn a uniform of the Australia Defence
circumstances of past and future ADF member arfc?c€- We continue to be here for you.
veteran deaths by suicide, including suspected Frank Cole

deaths by suicide. The Commissioner will make NSW President

findings and recommendations to the Australian
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